The Universal Provider

formerly  Jackson   and   Graham,   upholsterers   and
cabinet-makers, at Nos. 37 and 38 on the north side.
Established now twenty years, it promised the pur-
chaser that he might "here rely on meeting with
articles executed with the greatest taste by skilled
workmen, and at the most moderate prices, the pro-
prietors being enabled to ensure these advantages from
the magnitude of their operations and its attendant
advantages.53   In the carpet manufactory were  ex-
hibited fabrics in the style of Gobelin, while the shop
also stocked " a rich and varied collection of bronzes
and porcelain, embracing some of the most magnificent
articles ever introduced into England."   A few doors
farther on stood another large shop, Commerce House,
occupied by Williams and Sowerby, general linen mer-
chants.   Besides comprising Nos. 61 and 62 Oxford
Street, this fronted on to Nos. 3 and 4 Wells Street. It
claimed to becc one of the most remarkable commercial
establishments in this or any other country, no less
conspicuous as an ornament to the street than cele-
brated as a resort for the most fashionable." Here were
conducted both a wholesale and a retail business. Push-
ing on past a flourishing haberdashery shop at No. 103,
founded in 1833 by Peter Robinson but not yet ex-
panded to its later size, the traveller would come at
No. m to Williams and Hatton, another big drapery
that specialized in shawls, lace, gloves, fine cambrics
and linens, and, above all, silk stockings.   " Here the
aristocracy and gentry are supplied with all the mag-
nificent and tasteful fabrics (in constant succession) for
ladies3 dress that art can invent and wealth can pro-
cure."  Finally, farther down Oxford Street the enter-
prising drapery of Marshall and Snelgrove, founded
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